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INTRODUCTION
About MEDIADELCOM

itle of the project: Critical Exploration of Media Related Risks and Opportunities

for Deliberative Communication: Development Scenarios of the European Media

Landscape. The MEDIADELCOM project (2021-2024) is financed by Horizon 2020,

the EU’s funding programme for research and innovation. The MEDIADELCOM
consortium partners represent 14 EU countries: Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic,
Estonia, Germany, Greece, Hungary, ltaly, Latvia, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, and Sweden.
The coordinator is the University of the Tartu (Estonia), the Hungarian partner of the pro-
ject is Mertek Media Monitor.

The overall objective of MEDIADELCOM is to develop a diagnostic tool (a so-called mul-
ti-scenario building model) for policy makers, academics, media organisations and insti-
tutions, as well as media experts and journalists, to enable a holistic assessment of the
risks and opportunities (ROs) for deliberative communication and, consequently, for
European social cohesion. The tool is capable of drawing up risk and opportunity scenar-
ios of the European media landscape, and the development of the media in the individ-
ual countries. The conceptual and operational variables underpinning the multi-scenario
model are identified through a comparative analysis of the broader news media environ-
ment in the participating countries.!

The main steps of MEDIADELCOM:

Mapping the risks and opportunities for deliberative communication in the news
media - developing the theoretical background, defining the conceptual variables,
elaborating the operational variables for the comparative analyses.

«  Mapping the relevant literature for the assessment of the variables in the peri-
od 2000-2020. The collection results in a searchable bibliographical database
for each country.

1 Source and more information: https://www.mediadelcom.eu/
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«  Preparing the country case studies. The first case study focuses on the state of media
research and the country’s capabilities for media monitoring, and the second case
study addresses the risks and opportunities for deliberative communication in the
news media.

« A qualitative comparative analysis of the media monitoring capabilities (first country
study) and media system transformations (second country study) in the 14 countries.
The outcome is two books at the end of the project.

+  Pilot study using agent-oriented modelling in the media systems.

«  Development and application of a multi-scenario building model for the countries.

This publication presents the Hungarian bibliographical database and its quantified results.

The aims of compiling the bibliographical database

The MEDIADELCOM project collected data from 14 different countries to enable the
description and evaluation of news media monitoring capabilities in all participating
countries. By mapping and analysing the risks and opportunities (ROs) related research
and data from 2000-2020, MEDIADELCOM aims to address knowledge gaps by con-
solidating existing studies and data into a framework that enables the evaluation of
risks and opportunities related to deliberative communication in European countries.
The most significant gap in knowledge is related to language, as there is limited interna-
tional knowledge about research conducted in national languages. In the MEDIADELCOM
bibliographical database not only internationally available data and research, but also the
studies in national languages are included.

Based on national bibliographical databases, MEDIADELCOM conducted country case
studies? providing overview of national research results and knowledge production.
As MEDIADELCOM considers knowledge production capability as an indirect source
of ROs, the project focuses on the quantity and quality of research and data covering ROs,
to generate RO matrices at national and EU level. Through the collection and meta-analy-
sis of existing data and research, MEDIADELCOM brings valuable expertise® for the assess-
ment of the quality and methodology of the research and data in the fields related to the
risks and opportunities in news media transformations cross-nationally.*

2 Studies on national media research capability as a contextual domain of the sources of ROs (2022).
In Approaching deliberative communication: Studies on monitoring capability and on critical junctures of media
development in 14 EU countries. CS1, D-2.1. MEDIADELCOM. https://www.mediadelcom.eu/publications/d21-
case-study-1/

3 A comparative analysis of country case studies based on the bibliographical database is still in progress at
the time of publishing this paper. The results will be presented in the book “Monitoring mediascapes’, expect-
ed to be published in 2024.

4 Source: Approaching deliberative communication: Studies on monitoring capability and on critical junctures of
media development in 14 EU countries (2022). D-2.1. MEDIADELCOM,; Bibliographical data of media and jour-
nalism research related risks and opportunities for deliberative communication (in 2000-2020): Austria, Bulgar-
ia, Croatia, Czechia, Estonia, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, and Sweden
(2023). D-2.2. MEDIADELCOM. https://www.mediadelcom.eu/publications/d 2 1-intro/

METHODOLOGY
Selection of the studies for the bibliographical database

The data collection process followed the project’s theoretical-methodological framework
that identified four domains in which potential news media related risks and opportu-
nities for deliberative communication can appear. These domains are: legal and ethi-
cal regulation, journalism, media usage and media related competencies. The matrices
of relevant variables for each domain were worked out, which directed the selection.
The collection consulted a range of sources, including academic databases, national and
university library holdings, academic journals, and media industry and professional or-
ganizations’ produced data. The selection process for the data varied slightly depending
on the size and conditions of each country. The resulting database(s) include(s) academic
articles, books, book chapters, reports, and relevant doctoral dissertations. It is important
to note that the database does not encompass all academic publications in the fields of
media and journalism research. Consequently, generalizations and comparisons based
on the consolidated database are limited by the selection criteria. The single country da-
tabases enable the outlining of different countries’ monitoring capabilities, while the con-
solidated database makes it possible to demonstrate broader tendencies.

In compiling the bibliographical database, the Hungarian country team followed the
“everything we could find” strategy. This was reasonable, considering that we had to use
several different search options and methods to get a comprehensive picture of the rele-
vant literature. The collection started with keyword-based search related to the variables
developed in the theoretical framework®, both in English and in Hungarian. In Hungary,
there is an official scientific database, the Hungarian Scientific Works Repository’, but un-
fortunately, its database proved to be unsuitable for keyword-based content search, as
the search engine can only look into the titles of publications. Therefore, further queries
were performed using the EBSCO Discovery Science database provided by the University
of Pécs, which offers free or institutional access to almost 200 national and international
scientific literature databases. We conducted targeted searches in the Repository of the
Hungarian Academy of Sciences, and on the platforms of Hungarian and international
journals and publishers such as Médiakutato, Jel-Kép, KOME, Infokommunikacié és Jog,
and In Medias Res, SAGE, Taylor & Francis or Springer. In the later stages of the research,
an important part of the selection was to include further related material based on the
reference list of relevant literature already found.®

As the data has been gathered specifically about the research done in the four
mentioned domains concerning potential ROs emanating from the news media
development for deliberative communication, the database does NOT cover ALL
the publications in the fields of media and journalism research.

The final Hungarian bibliographical database contains 650 records, and although MEDI-
ADELCOM covers the period 2000 to 2020, the country case studies were completed in
2022, so we have included several important publications from 2021 and 2022.

5 Source and more information: Bibliographical data of media and journalism research related risks and op-
portunities for deliberative communication (in 2000-2020): Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czechia, Estonia, Ger-
many, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, and Sweden (2023). D-2.2. MEDIADELCOM.
https://www.mediadelcom.eu/publications/d 2 1-intro/

6 The keywords were provided for each variable in each of the domains in the theoretical paper. This docu-
ment is for internal use: Model for a holistic approach to news media related ROs (2023). D-1.1. MEDIADELCOM.
The methodological framework will be published in the future project deliverables, special issues and books.

7 Magyar Tudoményos MUvek Tara: https://www.mtmt.hu/

8 Source and more information: Polyak, G., Urban, A. & Szévai, P. (2022). HUNGARY. Risks and opportunities
related to media and journalism studies (2000-2020). Case study on the national research and mon-
itoring capabilities. In: Studies on national media research capability as a contextual domain of the
sources of ROs. Approaching deliberative communication: Studies on monitoring capability and on
critical junctures of media development in 14 EU countries, CS1, D-2.1, pp. 213-260. MEDIADELCOM.
https://www.mediadelcom.eu/publications/d21-case-study1/hun/
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Instructions for capturing and coding the records

All the relevant publications found during the research were collected in a pre-designed
Excel spreadsheet. Each publication has been coded using drop-down lists of the differ-
ent aspects. Table 1 provides an overview of the criteria and their associated variables.

Column heading Definition

Full reference

Reference of the publication formatted according
to APA 7th edition.

Year Year of publication (2000-2022)

National/ Published nationally or internationally or unclear
international

Language Language of publication

Country the Country the publication deals with

publication

deals with

Media related
competences

Media related competences domain with following vari-
ables:

1. Users’ cognitive abilities; 1.1. rational argumentation in public
communication; 1.2. critical consideration of information;

1.3. authenticity of communication; 1.4. knowledge and
understanding of contexts of communication;

1.5. digital skills and literacy;

2. Users’ communication competencies; 2.1. self-expression
ability; 2.2. ability to listen; 2.3. ability to communicate in an
assertive manner;

3. Users’skills; 3.1. use of media and media technology;

3.2. privacy and data protection skills;

4. Users' ethical capabilities;

5. Social context of media related competencies;

5.1. media competences of teachers; 5.2. competencies

in socio-demographic groups; 5.3. institutional, strategic
and legislative contexts of competencies

Time of empirical
data gathering

Time of empirical data gathering: 1991-2020, before 1991,
longitudinal, not applicable

Type

Academic article, academic book, academic book chapter,
literature review, research report, non-academic article,
non-academic book, non-academic book chapter, other

Open access

Is the publication open access or not

Media usage
patterns

Media usage domain with following variables:

1. Media usage conditions and structure; 1.1. access to media
and diversity in media system; 1.2. functionalities of media;

1.3. quality of news media; 1.4. trust in media; 1.5 media literacy
policies;

2. Media users’ preferences; 2.1. access to media and channel
preferences; 2.2. relevance of news media; 2.3. relevance of
public service media

Peer review

Is the publication peer reviewed or not

Referenced Is the publication referenced in WoS / SCOPUS / Social Science
Citation Index; some other/national database; not referenced
Journalism Journalism domain with following variables:

1. Market conditions; 1.1. ownership diversity; 1.2. foreign
interests; 1.3. labour market; 1.4. news media income;
1.5. regional and local journalism;

2. Production conditions; 2.1. digitalization; 2.2. investigative
resources; 2.3. foreign offices/correspondents;

3. Public service media conditions; 3.1. autonomy;
3.2.financing;

4. Working conditions; 4.1. employment conditions and
satisfaction; 4.2. threats/harassment/hate against journalists;
4.3. education and training; 4.4. a clear manifestation

of commercialization;

5. Organizational conditions: workforce diversity

(gender, class, etc.);

6. Professional culture: issues of ethics and autonomy;

7. Journalistic competencies; 7.1. journalistic roles;

7.2. journalistic values; 7.3. knowledge and ability;

7.4.skills and practices; 7.5. discrepancy between normative
ideals and the practice

Legal and ethical
regulation

Legal and ethical regulation domain

with following variables:

1. Freedom of expression; 1.1. defamation; 1.2. hate speech;
1.3. disinformation; 1.4. protection of personal data;

1.5. copyright protection + exceptions; 1.6. Access to
information /documents; 1.7. protection of journalistic sources;
1.8. protection of whistleblowing; 1.9. trade secrets;

1.10. media ownership transparency; 1.11. prominence
of audiovisual media services of general/public interest;

2. Codes of ethics;

3. Media /press councils;

4. Ombudspersons;

5. Other instruments of media ac-countability;

6. Normative perspective
(journalism ethics, media responsibility)

Approach

Quantitative; qualitative; mixed method; theoretical
or normative approach

Original keywords

If applicable

Main focus

Main focus among several topics

ROs clearly
expressed

Risks/opportunities/both mentioned

Table 1. The coding manual.

Source: MEDIADELCOM (2023), https.//www.mediadelcom.eu/publications/d 2 1-intro/
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THE HUNGARIAN DATASET IN FIGURES®

The analysis of the 650 records in the Hungarian bibliographical database was carried
out by categorising each reference according to its primary domain (or subdomain), even
though many studies were applicable to more than one. In order to assess the coverage
of the different domains, a further classification was carried out in which references that
applied to more than one domain were assigned to all relevant ones.

Figure 1. Distribution of the identified studies by domain (number, N=650/850).

Legal domain Accountability  Jurnalism Professional ~ Media usage  Media user
subdomain domain news producer’  domain competencies
competencies domain
subdomain

Note: The total number of items in the figure exceeds the total number of studies in the data-
base, as papers covering multiple domains have been added to all relevant ones.

Most of the relevant literature (46%) is in the domain of journalism, covering both media
market issues and journalistic competencies. This is followed by the domain of legal and
ethical regulation (31%), and much smaller proportions in the domains of media use (12%)
and media literacy (11%).

9 The chapter has already been partially published in the Hungarian country case study 1: Polyék, G., Urban, A.
& Szévai, P. (2022). HUNGARY. Risks and opportunities related to media and journalism studies (2000-2020).
Case study on the national research and monitoring capabilities. In: Studies on national media research ca-
pability as a contextual domain of the sources of ROs. Approaching deliberative communication: Studies
on monitoring capability and on critical junctures of media development in 14 EU countries, CS1, D-2.1, pp.
213-260. MEDIADELCOM.

Figure 2. Distribution of the identified studies by domain (%, N=650/850).

B | egal and accountability domain

Jurnalism and professional news
producers’competencies domain

B Media usage domain

B Media users competencies domain

Though the journalism domain is the most extensive, this can be explained by the fact
that the theoretical part contains a relatively high number of variables covering a wide
range of topics. This domain incorporates practically all aspects of the media market,
public service media and journalistic culture, which have been hot topics in Hungary, es-
pecially in the last decade. Despite this, Hungary lacks very specific data to assess some
of the variables of the journalism domain, such as the number of multimedia reporters
or foreign correspondents, the percentage of digital and investigative resources, or in-
tra-organisational demographics. There are no official statistics on journalism, and al-
though survey-based research’ can provide some quantitative data, qualitative assess-
ments based on interviews with journalists' dominate the field.

Figure 3. Proportion of the journalism domain variables among the publications
discussing the listed variables (%).

M 1. market conditions
2. Productions conditions
M 3. Public service medis conditions
B 4. Working conditions
I 5. Organisational conditions
W 6. Professional cultura
7. Jurnalist competencies

10 Such as Vasérhelyi, M. (Ed.). (2007). Foglalkozdsa: Gjsagiré [Profession: journalist]. MUOSZ.; Réka, J., Frost, L. &
Hanitzsch, T. (2017). Journalists in Hungary. Country report. Worlds of Journalism Study.

11 Such as Bettels-Schwabbauer, T., Leihs, N., Polyak, G., Torbo, A., Martinho, A. P, Crespo, M., Radu, R. & FJSC
team. (2018). Newsreel. New skills for the next generation of journalists. Erich Bros Institute and University
of Pécs and ISCTE University Institute of Lisbon and University of Bucharest.,; Godri, R. (2021). Palyakezd6
Ujsagirdk helyzete Magyarorszagon [The situation of career starter journalists in Hungary] . Médiakutato,
22(3-4), 97-106.; Hungarian Civil Liberties Union (2020a). GDPR weaponized - Summary of cases and strategies
where data protection is used to undermine freedom of the press in Hungary.; Hungarian Civil Liberties Union
(2020b). Research on the obstruction of the work of journalists during the coronavirus pandemic in Hungary.;
Hungarian Civil Liberties Union (2020c). ,The minister and the barkeep are all that’s left in the public sphere”
Research on barriers to Hungarian journalism.; Mertek Media Monitor Soft Censorship Reports (2015-).



It is the legal domain where we have the most comprehensive knowledge for studying
the risks and opportunities of deliberative communication in the Hungarian media sys-
tem. There are legal references, legal interpretations and case law assessments for almost
all relevant variables. The least covered variable is the issue of whistleblowing protection.
The scarcity of literature on the subdomain of accountability does not mean that there is
a clear research gap on this issue in Hungary. Apart from a few attempts to address ac-
countability issues, there is not much to be found in this area. The literature is dominated
by theoretical texts, and there is a lack of knowledge about specific accountability tools.
This fact is reasonable, because these instruments are not really present in the practice as
well. The well-documented aspects concern the related problems of state regulation and
normative approaches to accountability.

Figure 4. Proportion of the legal and ethical regulation domain variables among
the publications discussing the listed variables (%).

B 1. Freedom of expression
2. Freedom of information

M 3. Codes of ethnics

B 4. Media / press counsils

B 5. Ombudspersons

Il 6. Other accountability instruments
7. Normative perspective

Although the domain of media usage is relatively small, it contains more than 100 relevant
publications. These publications provide a comprehensive understanding of the Hungari-
an context for all important variables in the domain. A wealth of quantitative data is also
available, mainly from the surveys conducted by Mertek-Median'? and the international
studies™ that explicitly assess the news consumption of the adult population in Hungary.

12 Mertek Media Monitor. (2013). News consumption, pluralism, democratic participation. https://mertek.eu/
wp-content/uploads/2013/11/new_consumption pluralism_democratic_participation.pdf; Mertek Media
Monitor. (2016b). The sources of political information in Hungary. The state of the media structure in the time be-
fore and after its transformation. https:/library.fes.de/pdf-files/bueros/budapest/13062. Pdf; Mertek Media
Monitor. (2018b). Sources of political information in Hungary. Trends, 2015-18. https://mertek.eu/wp-content/
uploads/2019/01/Mertek _newsconsumption2018 English.pdf; Hann, E., Megyeri, K., Polyak, G. & Urban, A.
(2020). An infected media system. The sources of political information in Hungary, 2020. Mertek Media Monitor.
https://mertek.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Infected media_system.pdf

13 Reuters Digital News Report: https://www.digitalnewsreport.org/; Media use in the European
Union Reports (Standard Eurobarometer Surveys) https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publica-
tion/4b337bf0-2d8c-11ed-975d-01aa75ed71a1l

Figure 5. Proportion of the media usage domain variables among the publications
discussing the listed variables (%).

B 1. Media usage condition and structure

1.1. access to media and diversity
in media system

M 1.2. functionalites of media

W 1.3. quality of news media

B 1.4 trustin media

B 1.5. media literacy policies
2. Media users' preferences

M 2.1. access to media and channel
preferences
2.2. relevance of news media

W 2.3. relevance of public service media

The questions covered by the variables in the media competencies domain are highly
specific. Due to the lack of media literacy research in Hungary that examines these vari-
ables, we have to rely mainly on the results of international surveys. Existing research on
media literacy in Hungary has focused mainly on investigating the media competencies
of children and teachers, resulting in an abundance of qualitative studies with small sam-
ple sizes.

Figure 6. Proportion of the media users’ competencies domain variables among
the publications discussing the listed variables (%).

B 1. Users'cognitive abilities

2. Users’communication
competencies

W 3. Users' skills
W 4. Users' ethical capabilities

5. Social context of media related
competencies

Compared to the last ten years, there is less information available for the period before
2010. This is partly because less digitalisation has made it more difficult to find all the
relevant data, and partly because many of the issues that are in the focus of the MEDI-
ADELCOM project have come to the attention of researchers as a result of media policy
changes after 2010.
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Figure 7. Number of studies published by domains in the research period Figure 9. Share of open access sources by domains (%, N=650).
(number/year, N=650).

40 9 °
Professional news producers’
10 Media users competencies )
Joman
5
M Open access Paid access / not available online
0
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 In all domains, academic publications make up the majority of the corpus, with journal ar-

ticles dominating, and to a lesser extent, full books and book chapters. The largest number
of research reports and the comparatively larger number of non-academic articles can be
Jurnalism and professional news producers’ competencies domain found in the journalism domain. The latter category consists mainly of the media-related
Media users domain analyses of Attila Batorfy on the news portal Atlatsz6 and in its data journalism team, Atlo.'

B Legal and accountability domain

B Media users competencies domain

From a methodological point of view, the domains are very different, with each
has its own dominant or preferred methodological approach. Figure 10. Type of publications by domains (%, N=650).

Legal domain 15% 4% 8%

Figure 8. Methodology of the publications by domains (%, N=650). Accountability subdomain . 50 e

3% 30% Jurnalism domain 12% 11% 25%
Professional news producers’ = P
Accountability subdomain 5% 50% competencies subdomain

Media usaege domain 13% 1% 17%
Jurnalism domain 23% 21%

Professional news producers’

Media users competenogs - —
i ) 32% 21% 11% domain
competencies subdomain
Media usaege domain 54% 20% 6%

Legal domain

Vied B academic article academic book B academic book chapter
edia users competencies . . .
P domain 21% 25% 21% B non- academic article M non-academic book M research report
other
B guantitative qualitative M mixed method M theoretical or normative I other on domestic issues, with 78% of publications addressing national issues. Other countries

appear in 13% of the sources with more or less depth of analysis, often in a comparative
way. Only 9% of the studies do not have a territorial focus, these being mainly the norma-
The high proportion of open access literature in the database has several explanations. tive or theoretical publications identified.
First, when the Hungarian literature was collected for the database, online searching
probably favoured the use of digital sources. Secondly, as shown in Figure 9, the overall

sample contains a relatively high proportion of research reports that are always open- 15 Access: https:/atlatszo.hu/ ; Batorfy, A. (2017). Kilenc grafikon a kormdnymédia tulstlydrol - igy érvényesiil
ly accessible. Finally, the large number of open access publications is supported also by a sokszin(i tdjékoztatds elve Magyarorszdgon [Nine graphs on the predominance of government media - how

. . . . . . . i i i i i i i i . ) ’. . A M 3 A .
Hungarian Journals, most of which prowde free online access to their full content. In this the principle of pluralism of information is realised in Hungaryl. Atlatszé. https://atlatszo.hu; Batorfy, A

K X . 1 R (2018). Infografika: mdtdl igy néz ki a kormdnypdrti média tulajdonosi szerkezete [Infographic: this is what the
respect, the Repository of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences'™ is also very important, ownership structure of the pro-government media looks like today]. Atlatszo. https:/atlatszo.hu; Batorfy, A.
with almost 20,000 social science publications available. & Urban, A. (2019). Vizualizdltuk, hogyan vdltoztak a médiumok allami rekidmbevételei 2006 és 2018 kozott
[We visualised how public advertising revenues of different media changed between 2006 and 2018]. Atlatszé.
https://atlatszo.hu/; Batorfy, A. & Szabd. K. (2020). Grafikonokon és diagramokon mutatjuk, hogyan alakult &t
a magyar média az elmult tiz évben [Graphs and charts show how the Hungarian media has changed over
the last ten years]. Atlatszé. https://atlatszo.hu; Batorfy, A. & Szabé, K. (2020). A magyar média elmdilt tiz éve
14 Access: http://real-ms.mtak.hu/ [The past ten years of the Hungarian media]. https://atlo.team
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Figure 11. Territorial focus of the publications by domains (%, N=650).

Legal domain
Accountability subdomain

Jurnalism domain

Professional news producers’
competencies subdomain

Media usaege domain

Media users competencies
domain

B Hungary

78%

82%

77%

76%

71%

90%

several countries [ other

The figures are broadly consistent in terms of whether the literature was published by
a national or international publisher. 75% of sources were published nationally.

Figure 12. Publisher of the publications by domains (%, N=650).

Legal domain
Accountability subdomain

Jurnalism domain

Professional news producers’
competencies subdomain

Media usaege domain
Media users competencies

domain

B national

83%

77%

68%

69%

71%

82%

international

Regarding the language of the texts, there are considerable differences between the do-
mains. We see a high proportion (above 40%) of English language publications in the
journalism and media usage domains. This might be explained by the fact that these are
the domains where most comparative studies have been carried out, as well as by the
international attention paid to the situation in the Hungarian media market.

Figure 13. Language of the publications by domains (%, N=650).

Legal domain
Accountability subdomain

Jurnalism domain

Professional news producers’
competencies subdomain

Media usaege domain

Media users competencies
domain

B Hungarian English

86%

60%

54%

59%

M other
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THE HUNGARIAN BIBLIOGRAPHICAL DATABASE

The publications are listed in alphabetical order, with the open access links in the last column pointing to texts on

official sites or in large archives active in April 2023.
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Aalberg, T, Blekesaune, A, & Elvestad, E. (2013). Media choice and informed democracy:
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channel preferences
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